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springs	of	water	that	jet	up,	the	springs	of	whirling	Skamandros	[.	.	.]	
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the	 author’s	 recent	 experience	 of	 her	 husband	 Leighton’s	 successful	 fight	 against	
cancer,	 shadowed	 in	 turn	 by	 her	 father’s	 earlier	 unsuccessful	 battle	 with	 the	 same	
disease.’284	The	terminology	Thomas	employs	here	-	‘fight’	and	‘battle’	-	exemplifies	the	
kinds	of	military	metaphors	which	often	characterise	cancer	discourse.	The	language	of	
the	 battlefield	 in	 many	 ways	 informs	 our	 understanding	 of	 what	 it	 means	 to	 treat	
disease:	doctors	order	batteries	of	 tests,	patients	 fight	 for	 their	 lives.	 In	many	ways,	
metaphors	of	warfare	can	helpful	in	terms	of	sustaining	a	patient’s	optimism	throughout	
long	 and	 difficult	 periods	 of	 illness;	 however,	 as	 Iain	 Twiddy	 points	 out,	 ‘cancer	 has	
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